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BOOK THE MONTH SELECTION 


Phillips, John The Second Happiest Day 
Harper. Feb. 1953. 409p. $3.75. 

People who contend that have become classless 
society would probably unable appreciate this 
book. Anyone who accepts true the picture painted 
here must look the traditional description the 
class war blinding oversimplification; for this 
picture one the minor skirmishes—bloodless, but 
cruel—on the fringes the war; might better 
described one those little actions which are neces- 
sary for straightening the battle lines. 


The narrator the story, Gus Taylor, man 
slender means but good connections. The good con- 
nections have enabled him educated the best 
schools and introduced the best people, 
whose company his slender means make him most un- 
comfortable. boy, seems adjust himself 
his surroundings, but grows older finds deep 
within himself sense dissatisfaction with his anom- 
alous position. His best friend the very wealthy 
George Marsh, young man who leader within any 
fixed pattern such the life school the army 
but who miserably helpless and shiftless vague, 
unmethodical world. The friendship George and 
Gus lasts through school and college; resumes after 
the war, but its continuation precarious because Gus 
completely absorbed studying law and George 
idly abandoning one project after another. The break 
comes during George’s absence from New York where 
and Gus have been sharing apartment; Gus 
plunges into love affair with Lila, George’s fiancée. 
Unable break the news George, Lila lets the wed- 
ding preparations until almost the last moment 
before terminating the engagement. Then, some months 
later, she and Gus find their love affair crushed the 
obstacle class differences—she wants the carefree 
society the rich, cannot afford such society and 
would not happy it. 


times this novel funny, wry sort way, be- 
cause makes such heavy matter objectively unim- 
things. The sense class and that age have 
far too much importance. Like his father before him— 
John Phillips Marquand, author fails 
realize that only the sensitive rich, the poetic 
young, and romantic novelists who have deeply in- 
grained and perpetually conscious sense the differ- 
ence between generations. Phillips projects this atti- 


tude into his characters and thus gives his work 
slightly sophomoric touch. 


The social consciousness the novel more under- 
standable quality because more essential the 
central character—and Gus, the narrator, admits that 
the central character, though starts out tell 
the story George Marsh. Gus feels from the begin- 
ning that outsider and his self-consciousness 
helps make him one. can never take for granted 
the wealth his friends and enter easily into com- 
panionship with them. wealth-conscious 
Scott Fitzgerald ever was, but not the same way: 
Gus clearly sees what shoddy world these people 
have bought with their wealth. 


Gus very real but not sound person—not that 
need be; perhaps the author meant him un- 
sound, but one suspects that this portrait success has 
exceeded ambition. Gus has really morbid sensitivity 
about his role misfit. Therein, perhaps, lies the 
explanation his callous egotism and selfishness. No- 
body else ever matters him except his aunt; ruins 
Lila’s prospective marriage and then, without the slight- 
est qualm, casually leaves her because her world and 
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his not fit. There doubt that his decision not 
that consideration for her should play slight part 
the mental working this egotist. makes 
right decision, but does much needless harm reach- 
ing it. 
George Marsh, the rich young man, curiously un- 
real person, perhaps because the author was unable 
breathe life into the mass incompatible qualities 
which George composed. the other characters, 
has shown skill seldom found first 
ook. 


Story and character, however, seem almost sub- 
ordinate tone and atmosphere. Obviously, Mr. 
Phillips just taking where his father leaves off. 
carrying into another generation the composite 
picture society and sensitive reagent—in this case, 
Little Time, etc., man rebellious against the 
conventionalized order which finds himself. Un- 
fortunately, Mr. Phillips’ society limited that 
his father; poses very special problem dealing 
with very special set. These people should weary 
one another and the world little weary them 
and their foibles. Yet, Phillips can tell story; 
makes brilliant use the flashback, and knows how 
use reticence give speed narrative. You may 
not much sympathy with his people, but you will 
follow their activities through the end interest- 
ing yarn. 


This author has also another sort reticence—and nar- 
rative skill—rare among young authors today: for, 
though records literally the unabashed speech his 
contemporaries and leaves doubt about the nature 
the relationship between Lila and Gus, tells full 
story without lot grubbing about among gross de- 
tails. This first novel very well written and promises 
much for the future Phillips can broaden his, pardon 
the expression, frame reference. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


* 


Grew, Joseph 

Turbulent Era: Diplomatic Record 

Forty Years, 1904-1945 
Edited Walter Johnson and assisted Nancy Harvison 
Hooker. volumes. Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 17, 1952. 
1560p. $15.00. 
Beginning England with Lloyd George and gradually 
reaching climax with Hitler and Stalin the twentieth- 
century world has witnessed sustained frontal assault 
against the old-fashioned professional diplomat. De- 
spite the trend during the latter days the Truman 
administration promote career men into key diplo- 
matic posts the same suspicion and attack have been 
characteristic America well. Therefore, the dedi- 
cation Mr. Grew his memoirs “to the Foreign 
Service the United States whose birth assisted 
and whose development and welfare have been 
greatest interest life” especially noted; means 
effect, that Mr. Grew the old tradition, con- 
vinced that professional career men serve most useful 
purpose our society, and prepared proffer his 
own brilliant career evidence support that con- 


Best 


viction. Perhaps the finest compliment that could 
accorded Mr. Grew declare that his forty years 
the Service constitute one the most substantial bits 
evidence that could possibly mustered defense 
the profession which served and believed. 


Any man whose peregrinations carried him Cairo, 
Mexico, St. Petersburg, Berlin, Vienna, Paris, Ankara 
and Tokyo—to cite only partial list his assignments 
—has obviously much tell and the matter his 
lasting contribution toward understanding our 
parlous times cannot summarily determined. pre- 
liminary appraisal suggests that Mr. Grew’s activities 
during the Paris Peace Conference 1918-19, his am- 
bassadorship Turkey 1927-1932, and his famous mis- 
sion Tokyo from 1940 the outbreak the war 
constitute the three pivotal points his service. 


lamented that Grew’s administrative activities 
during the Peace Conference precluded 
diary courant but the fleeting commentaries and scat- 
tered snatches incisive observations are priceless. 
observed that upon Wilson’s arrival Paris the pro- 
fessionals lost the initiative and tended allow all 
decisions reach the cluttered desk the Chief 
ecutive, with the result that often America’s right hand 
did not know what the left was doing. Nevertheless, 
the “President clearly getting results and these re- 
sults, far can see, are good” (p. 373). noted 
the direct correlation between successes and 
mounting French criticism all things American. 
these respects post-war developments seems run- 
ning along remarkably parallel courses. 


was Mr. Grew’s good fortune Ankara during 
the early days the Turkish Republic. watched 
Turkey transform ring potential enemies into 
charmed circle admiring friends and asked: “Is not 
the working out this enlightened policy worthy 
object lesson the nations?” (p. 917. His departure 
coincided with the rapid rise dictatorships Europe 
yet remained steadfast the conviction that the 
future was bright for the young Turkish Republic. 


The sojourn Japan naturally attracts chief interest 
although caveat should enjoined the reader that 
this should not lead neglect the earlier portions 
these volumes. Chinese unconcern with her com- 
mitments with Japan over Manchuria coupled with the 
reemergence military extremism Tokyo inevitably 
spelled trouble and ominous shadows began 
lengthen his assignment became more arduous and 
more depressing. Yet Mr. Grew never completely lost 
hope and was this peristent, almost desperate optim- 
ism that brought him into his only major conflict with 
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The Big Change (Ila) 

Charles Dickens (Ila) 


the State Department. August 1942 the Am- 
bassador learned that Prince Konoye desired meet 
President Roosevelt American soil final effort 
stave off impending catastrophe. Washington’s 
lack warmth for the proposed conference disturbed 
Mr. Grew although quick admit that perhaps 
things had already gone too far; for never minimized 
the Japanese determination get what she wanted 
even the use force. 


During his term service the Ambassador collected 
168 bound volumes which are diary and the re- 
mainder records conversations, speeches, dispatches, 
press notices and letters. From this mass evidence 
Professor Walter Johnson the University Chicago 
has done superlative job culling the most revealing 
commentaries. The style polished, the observations 
urbane and the analyses well-reasoned; the deeply 
personal side little revealed except occasional sug- 
gestion social and intellectual smugness which our 
Congressmen find repellent. 


Clarence Walton, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Department History, 
University Scranton 


Howley, Frank (Brig. Gen. A.U.S., inactive) 
Your War for Peace 


Holt. Jan. 24, 1953. 166p. $2.75. 


The American military governor Berlin who went 
through the experience the Russian blockade reviews 
here, and very unfavorably, the policies Appease- 
ment, Coexistence, and Containment, and with some 
warmth urges that the United States adopt consistent 
policy antagonism toward Soviet aims. This would 
policy strength, militarily, diplomatically, and 
psychologically, keeping the Russians busy wonder- 
ing what America would one place that they 
would unable plan what elsewhere. 
criticism past errors makes the point worth re- 
membering that success, the Berlin airlift, can 
completely discounted the diplomacy which per- 
mits agreement whereby the enemy just concedes 
return the status quo ante, quite prepared the 
same thing over again when the time suitable. Also, 
with casualties accounted for Korea, makes 
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least the men who are fighting there boiling mad 
see pictures American diplomat responding 
toast some party Vienna, where the amenities 
polite intercourse are preserved though friends had 
never fallen out. General Howley urges that begin 
ceasing bow politely social functions, and then 
break off all diplomatic relations—withdrawing “the 
respectability recognition which the present criminal 
organization the Kremlin enjoys.” 


The author spent much his time among the Ger- 
mans, learning prize them highly allies the cold 
war, that what has say that country some 
importance, least insofar reflects least one 
General’s manner thinking. too bad therefore 
have note that was apparently captivated 
the late Socialist chieftain, Dr. Kurt Schumacher, whom 
regards brave man—and was that—and 
spokesman for peaceful and co-operative Germany— 
which means certainty. General Howley 
may not the only American official prefer the 
socialist nationalism which now minority influence 
West Germany, but which would benefit enormously 
the addition East Germany united electorate, 
and would sad bit irony the opponents 
West Germany’s Catholics became the favored instru- 
ments American policy resisting Communism. 
But the General stops short advocating firm ties with 
any one political group, and fairness him ought 
said that had every reason favorably im- 
pressed the Socialists Berlin. Primarily book 
impressions, the reading the section France con- 
veys more the author’s understanding people 
than does the portion which sums his postwar 
dealings with the Germans. Even there, however, the 
estimate what Frances needs the way strong 
government not all the result careful political 
analysis. befits one-time student design, Howley 
appalled the conflicts which result from divergent 
approaches the problem security, resents the 
frittering away our resources, and military man 
characteristically calls for alert all along the line. 
Appealing strongly for patriotic outlook, his final 
paragraph assures that “There nothing Ameri- 
cans cannot “honest” and “frank” 
the blurb proclaims these impressions nevertheless 


John Farrell, 
Hyattsville, Maryland 


* * * 


Bates, Love for Lydia 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Jan. 15, 1953. 344p. $3.50. 

The theme Bates’ latest novel has become 
familiar contemporary popular fiction. The pace 
sluggish, weighed down under the load human frail- 
ties which the characters are heir, and darkened 
excess tragedy. The mood retrospective 
Richardson tells his with Lydia Aspen 
from the time when, and reporter the Evens- 
ford County Examiner, first came contact with 
her. Richardson was sensitive type, idealistic, proud, 
conflict with his humble background while not dis- 
owning and, so, deeply impressed the Aspen 
opulence. that time shy and awkward Lydia had 
just joined the household her aunts Bertie and 
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Juliana Aspen who enlisted young Richardson steer 
her social career. 


With surprising speed Lydia shed her reserve. Much 
space might saved simply saying that love, for 
Lydia, was spelled number objectionable 
Passages occur she seduces Richardson, 
tically all physical and mental activity her part 
motivated animal lust. 


the process Lydia’s social flowering was in- 
evitable that Richardson’s beloved friends, Tom Hol- 
land and Alex Sanderson, should capitulate her 
charms that they should destroyed. the rush 
the century’s third decade the little group, with 
Nancy Holland and Sanderson’s mother, sought escape 
from mediocrity the gayest the local entertain- 
ment centres. was during this period that Blackie 
Johnson, the town cabbie, became foil Lydia’s 
scheme conquest. 


Alex’s river death which plunged, fraught with 
jealousy Blackie and unsteady drink, followed 
Tom’s suicide, escape the impossible situation 
enforced marriage with the daughter fanatically 
religious neighbor when had only just discovered 
Lydia, brought Richardson his maturity, and left 
Evensford. 


Two years later, his return, discovered Lydia 
among the patients the local sanatorium. Soon her 
physical rehabilitation became dependent 
friendly care. surprise then find Richardson 
making final, willing immolation himself satisfy 
her longings. After all that, just what the reader 
expects. unlikely that anyone could pursue the 
course Lydia’s career beyond the first 130 pages 
which are guaranteed suffice. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Greene, Graham The Shipwrecked 
Viking. Jan. 1953. 244p. $3.00. 

The success The Heart the Matter and The 
End the Affair—both which are mature novels 
writer who has strikingly spare and effec- 
tive style well rare ability penetrate emotions 
with thought—has, naturally, reawakened interest 
such earlier novels The Power and the Glory, (first 
published the United States The Labyrinthine 
Ways) and this, which was titled England Made 
when was published first 1935. one Mr. 
Greene’s first novels and although there 
evidence here the novelist Mr. Greene become, 
there also evidence why this novel was not “hailed” 
when first appeared. student Mr. Greene’s 
work could, probably, find the various characters 
sketched herein the prototypes the later more skill- 
fully realized people the two masterworks named 
the head this review. But they are only prototypes; 
there are unresolved ambiguities and impression that 
the author yet lacks the firm conviction the in- 
dividuality his people which will gain his work 
progresses. 


Anthony Farrant has ben 
shunted about from one far-eastern colonial job an- 


Greene Sandburg 
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other descending spiral consequent his own in- 
stability, his propensity for lying and self-dramatization, 
Near the end his rope, returns Europe and the 
indulgent affection his twin sister, Kate. Kate has 
been the more dominant the two, with harder, 
more pragmatic approach living. She has been for 
some years the secretary and mistress fabulously 
wealthy Swedish manufacturer named Eric 
Quite obviously, Krogh has been suggested by, not 
modelled Ivan Kreuger. Kate obtains job body- 
guard Krogh for Tony, elated that now, after years 
separation, she and her brother will together. But 
Tony begins casual affair with English girl, Lucia 
Davidge, and finds himself more deeply involved than 
had planned. balks fulfilling the first com- 
mand his employer gives him and decides sacrifice 
whatever security the job might have offered for the 
more comfortable distractions his old way 


Involved this story are handful other odd people, 
notably two others who were “made England,” 
Minty and Fred Hall. Minty rabbitty, down-at- 
heels remittance man, living exile Stockholm and 
supplementing small monthly “pension” cadging 
news about the great Eric Krogh; something 
religious fanatic, with fondness for incense and 
candles and statuary. Fred Hall tough little Cock- 
ney who attached himself early Krogh and jealously 
adores his hero. the military attache the 
British Embassy, represented something pom- 
pous idiot addicted pornography. 

Krogh’s daring and ruthless manipulations finance, 
effort maintain monopoly the unidentified 
goods manufactures, (presumably matches), almost 
bring him ruin; but the end, seems have 
safely weathered this crisis with the help Hall. 


The emergence Mr. Greene’s narrative style the 
interesting aspect this novel. Here the inter- 
weaving time-past and time-present, the superimposi- 
tion recall reality. Here, too, the recurrent meta- 
phor, like flute arpeggio marking the variations the 
theme. the apparently aimless but skillful eco- 
nomic use conversational banalities counterpoint 
the thoughts the speakers. 

The Shipwrecked is, therefore, this reviewer’s opin- 
ion, not particularly good novel; but the light 
Mr. Greene’s later work, absorbingly interesting 
one for those who care watch and ponder how 
writer matures with time and work. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Sandburg, Carl 


Always the Young Strangers 
Harcourt, Brace. 


Jan. 1953. 445p. $5.00. 
The country has clapped and cheered this latest volume 
from the pen seventy-five-year-old beloved American 
writer Carl Sandburg. Well, truth tell, Carl Sand- 
burg spell-binder the first order literarily and 
imagine—although never met the kindly gentleman— 
also personally. his Always the Young Strangers 
tells the simple story his first twenty-one years 
life. read like sitting the old man’s feet and 
have him talk you. warm, simple, sweet, 
strong, understanding, never hopeless although times 
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there pain—but the pain always growing pain— 
that Swedish-American boy the midwest grow- 
ing with America. 


think lovers American literature will breathe two- 
fold prayer upon reading Always the Young Strangers: 
one thanksgiving that Carl Sandburg had been given 
the strength keep for living picture those 
days; and the second prayer one petition that the 
good Lord spare him many days—but certainly 
ciency days complete what promises 
more autobiographical volumes com- 


plete his life. 
Marvin Macklin, 
New York, New York 


Gorainoff, Irina 
God’s Wayfarer; the Chronicle 
Modern Pilgrim 
Coward-McCann. Jan. 18, 1953. 182p. $2.50. 
This largely the account hitch-hiking pilgrimage 
from eastern France Rome the time the beati- 
fication Pius which the author made offer- 
ing for world peace. Concluding the book 30-page 
account her experiences priest’s housekeeper 
arural Jura village, with brief backward glances her 
Russian Orthodox background. Mme. Gorainoff 
Russian who fled Yugoslavia during the Revolu- 
tion, later came America where she married and was 
widowed, and finally put down roots France where 
she became Catholic and found employment 
social worker. 


1950 she had made pilgrimage Rome for the 
Holy Year, using ordinary methods transportation. 
But, “To have any spiritual value, pilgrimage must 
devoid comfort and even safety,” she decided. 
the following year, though her health was bad, she 
decided the hard way and, since time did not 
permit walking all the way, set out hitchhike her 
way Rome. With only the clothes she wore, and 
bag her back containing clean linen and soap, 
wooden cross hanging from her neck, she set out, 
minus money, minus provisions. Her first lift came 
from social-worker friend who drove her nearby 
town; and her second, from another social worker who 
pressed 500 francs her for possible telephone calls 
and insurance against arrest for vagrancy Italy. 


Thereafter, she was her own and the charity 
truckers, traveling salesmen, Italian ex-soldier, 
family holiday, Russian-Jewish refugee, until— 
now walking, now riding—at the end five days she 
reached the American Consulate Rome where her 
sister-in-law was giving cocktail party 180 guests. 
Fed and housed during the journey kindly, charitable 
people who were impressed her arduous trip and 
its purpose, she had only two unpleasant experiences: 
one, with truck driver whom she had remind she 
was not going Rome amuse herself; the other, 
when convent Varazzo refused her hospitality. 


Her story forthrightly told, with occasional wry con- 
trasts between her present circumstances and her youth 
Russia. Though her perspective present skewed 
somewhat lack detachment, there should 
her life-story interesting data for biography. (Through- 


out her book, her personality more dynamic than her 
journey.) This, her first book, significant for the 
deep faith portrayed and for the originality her ven- 
ture, with occasional paragraphs showing colorful de- 


scriptive lines. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Mayer, Arthur Merely Colossal 
Simon Schuster. Feb. 10, 1953. 294p. $3.50. 
Probably the most extravagant business venture 
modern times the movies. Dealing the improbable 
and the unbelievable, hyperbole its daily bread. 
any manner, shape, form (female otherwise) the 
audience must wooed the wickets buy those 
tickets the latest colossal release. Whatever the 
gimmick, the money must made heads will 
Art desired, but not the expense profit; the 
Academy Award only valuable because can 
“sold” for another half-million upped attendance. 
These are some the thematic strains which run 
through this very enlightening biography im- 
portant movie mogul, Arthur Mayer. 


pendent distributor who once owned the world-famed 
Rialto Theatre located 42nd and Broadway the 
heart Times Square. made famous featur- 
ing policy undiluted violence all his pictures. 
Recently sold and has become more sedate. But 
before that era, had been attached the movies 
throughout all its formative years, from the days the 
“storecinema palaces” through the emigration Holly- 
wood and the rise the great theatrical combines. 


Not intended detailed biography but more 
surface remembrance things past, this book rather 
intimately revealing not much Mayer but 
case study the ruthlessness American business 
policy. The writer does not mean show this but the 
pattern violence which later featured his 
movies actually the story some the important 
figures the industry today. such well worth 
reading. repeat, that element accidental. What 
stressed Mayer that the industry not bad 
reputed be, there were many laughs had, 
and, finally, (as any good public relations man from 
that fabulous city the West Coast would tell you) 
“movies are better than ever.” 


John Coppinger, 
Maryland University, 
College Park, Maryland 


Ward, Christopher The War the Revolution 
vols. Macmillan. Nov. 10, 1952. 989p. $15.00. 


was raw, rainy Tuesday mid-spring 1774 when 
that “good-natured, peaceable and sociable” officer, 
Lieutenant-General Thomas Gage, arrived Boston 
assume command the British forces America. 
Under normal circumstances might have been cor- 
dially received but the “seventies” were never destined 
remain normal decade turbulent eighteenth 
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century. For Gage had come enforce the so-called 
“Intolerable Acts” and was difficult for the colonial 
draw nice distinction between the maker and the 
executor those hated decrees. His units were typical 
the British Army that period where wealth more 
than ability determined the officers corps and where 
only the desperate the stupid volunteered for duty 
coat. Nevertheless, was army with quite 
remarkable record achievement and generally esti- 
mated fully competent for the task assigned it. 
After all, who feared the undisciplined, cowardly 
What professional soldier had anything save 
contempt for unimaginative officer corps half 
whose ranks were known staunch Who, 
indeed, had ever seen this phantom colonial army? 


Within year these queries were answered dra- 
matically the field battle when Lexington and 
Concord (the famous “battles” which were actually 
not even skirmishes) ushered into being the dramatic 
struggle. composer’s sensitivity Mr. Ward ac- 
celerates the tempo his narrative the cadence 
the war itself and into the exciting orchestration has 
subtly injected the choral voices the individual 
soldier who fussed and cussed his way through battle. 
For part Bunker Hill where the local boys first made 
good and Saratoga were the most breathlessly told tales 
while the narration Yorktown was many ways the 
most disappointing. The Virginian climax 


dramatic qualities because the author’s fatal pen- 
chant for insisting upon dichotomy between land and 
sea engagements; matter fact the failure inte- 
grate the strategies land and sea commanders the 


major defect this otherwise excellent opus. 


The volumes were published after the author’s death 
and the editorial work was left Professor John Alden. 
minor protest against the prolixity detail which 
sometimes breaks the jaunty pace the narrative 
editor. difficult prune one’s own work 
heartbreaking perform another’s. 


Clarence Walton, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Department History, 
University Scranton 


* * 


Armstrong, Charlotte Catch-as-Catch-Can 
Coward-McCann. Jan. 22, 1953. 219p. $2.75. 


The crowded events Catch-as-Catch-Can, new mys- 
tery novel Charlotte Armstrong, take place one 
day. What starts out peaceful day the beach 
for Dee Allison and her fiancé, Andrew Talbot, turns 
out day anxiety and danger and near-tragedy. 


all starts when Laila Breen, Dee’s young cousin and 
heiress Jonas Breen’s money, has unknowingly been 
poisoned. She will die unless she given treatment 
within few hours. Before they can warn her, the girl, 
hurt certain events home, runs away. She runs 
her cousin Clive Breen for help. He, having acci- 
dentally discovered the necessity rushing her the 
hospital, realizes that Laila dies will share her 
wealth, and so, almost despite himself, reaches his 
evil decision let the girl die aiding her her 
flight. then returns Dee and Andrew 
their frantic search. 


Best 


The desperate race against time, the unsuspected evil 
Clive’s nature rising unexpectedly the surface 
until becomes almost maniacal would-be mur- 
derer, the myriad minute happenings that criss-cross 
create pattern danger for Laila and, before the 
story over, for Dee, make this exciting tale—too 
exciting put down till one assured that Laila gets 
the hospital time and that Clive receives his just 
punishment. 


The book well-written. The characters are well- 
drawn and believable. this cleverly worked-out 
story the author’s underlying contention that very 
often circumstances and nothing else bring avert 
tragedy. 
Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Ward, Maisie Not Solicitous 
Sheed Ward. Jan. 22, 1953. 254p. $3.00. 


Maisie Ward Sheed has subtitled this compilation 
striking examples family life 
Providence God and the Catholic Family.” Both 
title and subtitle are apt. Mrs. Sheed’s own introduc- 
tory analysis the situation today’s family 
world filled with obstacles unity called “The Plea 
for the Family.” She feels that each troubled age 
has had its spearhead reform keep alive the Chris- 
tian faith, our times can claim that the central role 
penetrating modern paganism held the family. 
But the restoration the family its high dignity 
cannot accomplished one family alone. The 
whole Catholic body must become aware the prob- 
lem and help prayer and sacrifice. order “pro- 
mote equilibrium” advecated the present Pope, 
must cultivate simplicity life, sympathy out- 
look toward each other and realize that God’s provi- 
dence works normally through human interests. 


The author points out how even the parish, its set-up 
special societies and Masses for men, women and 
children, tends divide the family. Moreover, the 
modern Catholic community, like the community 
general, geared small families. Mrs. Sheed makes 
definite plea for more positive attitude toward large 
families. the other hand, she bemoans the indis- 
criminate criticism small families, pointing out justi- 
fiably that there often much heroism prudent 
Christian limiting the family the resolution 
set limit its size. Each family faces its own prob- 
lems and decisions and each must seek through prayer 
and other means conform the Divine Will. 


The stories which follow, thirteen them, have widely 
varied experiences relate family dependence 
God. One tells how displaced mother and her four 
young children attain final refuge America after 
many harrowing experiences marked chain coin- 
cidences showing God’s guiding hand their “Flight 
into Egypt.” One couple tells their mentally de- 
fective child and their eventual recognition the 
tragedy evidence God’s goodness. One family 
able make down payment farm near 
ville and find new way life through the kindness 
another family like circumstances who lend them 
their life savings. Nancy Dubois tells her story 


successful interracial marriage. Several the accounts, 
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including two Willock, are taken from the maga- 
zine Integrity. Varied the stories are, they have one 
common point, namely, that God’s plan often strains 
trust Him the utmost, that help arrives just be- 
fore the breaking point. 


Though the examples point her theme, far the 
best contribution the book Mrs. Sheed’s own bal- 
anced report the over-all situation. Some the 
accounts will annoy sound irrational. experi- 
ences from real life are not necessarily envied, 
but the spirit poverty and trust displayed truly 
inspiring. Readers will grateful Sheed and Ward 
for this contribution literature family spirituality. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


McSorley, Joseph Father Hecker and His Friends 
Herder. Dec. 15, 1952. 304p. $3.95. 


One the characteristic features the Paulists from 
the beginning has been their zeal making the Gospel 
known the written well the spoken word. 
keeping with this laudable tradition Father Joseph 
McSorley has devoted much his time and energy 
the apostolate the pen. His Meditations for Every- 
man and Outline History the Church Centuries, 
which has already gone through eight editions, are 
among his best-known works. the present volume 
pays tribute Father Hecker and the first ten 
members the institute, who form what calls “the 
first generation the Paulist Fathers.” 


divides the subject-matter into three sections. 
the first tells how Hecker, Walworth, Hewit, De- 
shon, and Baker reached the Catholic Church along 
different paths, and how these five men eventually be- 
came religious and priests the Congregation the 
Most Holy Redeemer. Then explains the circum- 
stances that led them separate from the Redemptor- 
ists 1858. the second part narrates the early 
struggles the new institute and gives brief descrip- 
tion the first recruits, all whom with one exception 
were converts the then summarizes the 
spiritual doctrine that Father Hecker proclaimed the 
American people his lectures and writings. the 
final section paints picture the Catholic Church 
the United States during the latter part the nine- 
teenth century. This leads him discuss the attitude 
Father Hecker toward Orestes Brownson, the noted 
apologist Catholicism, and the bitter controversy 
that arose result Father life Father 
Hecker. concludes with some biographical data 
about Fathers Hewit and Deshon, who played such im- 
portant parts the establishment and development 
the Paulist Congregation. 


Father McSorley was well qualified write this book 
not only because his literary ability but because 
was acquainted with eight the ten men whom 
writes. Thus means personal reminiscences, anec- 
dotes, and stories able give clear insight into 
their character and the ideals that inspired them. 
While quotes some sources hitherto unpublished 
does not attempt render verdict the disputes 
which the early Paulists were involved. The defini- 
tive judgment upon them can pronounced only after 
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careful study and utilization all the documentary 
evidence. 


This book deserves widely read. enables 
have better understanding the Catholic Church 
the United States during the past century, and 
throws welcome light upon the questions that caused 
such serious divisions among the bishops our coun- 
try. also makes realize that the vigorous apostolate 
the present-day especially for the conversion 
non-Catholics, perfect harmony with the spirit 
Father Hecker and His Friends. 


Discovery 

Edited Aldridge, John and Bourjaily, Vance. 
Books. Feb. 1953. 288p. $0.35. 

attempt criticize adequately new periodical 
the basis single issue grasp Ariadnean string 
and follow into unknown darkness filled with 
unseen literary monsters whose potential for evil may 
well terrifying. The editors, John Aldridge and 
Vance Bourjaily, with complete candour claim for their 
authors fame and recognized talent while, the same 
time, they not maintain that the specimens offered 
live the reputed talent. addition, element 
“excitement” introduced the presentation 
new writers “who someday etc., etc.” 


preface planned flatter and fallow reading 
public, the authors announce that “the American 
reader not juvenile oaf” and scorn “the, romantic 
needs the pabulum There are taboos 
other than those legal nature, arrangement 
which should lead startling production indeed! Be- 
cause Discovery being published for writers rather 
than readers, the price reasonable thirty-five cents 
the copy, the paper cheap and the cover colorfully 
striking. 

the first issue, attract attention, Norman Mailer 
Naked and Dead fame featured and this critic 
seems more clothed nor alive than did five 
years ago. Lyon Phelps represented “Three 
Poems”; Louis Ginsberg one poem; and William 
Styron piece called, appropriately enough, “Long 
March,” story which brings descriptive end this 
first issue. 


Pocket 


There seems nothing new and untried the 
material presented. result, the periodical not 
avant-garde. There return the literary elegance 
vanished age. There refreshing embrace 
reticence long abandoned nor rejection vulgarity, 
profanity and blasphemy long accepted. part 
the literary pattern this era. Its destination 
hidden; its promise bold; its criteria lack them 
makes one think there may Minotaur waiting 


some future issue. 
William Field, 


Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


* * * 
Thornton, Francis Beauchesne Sea Glory 
Prentice-Hall. Feb. 1953. 243p. $3.00. 


the last war. The SS. Dorchester, serving troop- 


246 


ship, sailed with approximately 1500 men from Mas- 
sachusetts pier bound for Iceland. the icy seas off 
Labrador German torpedo (presumably) strikes and 
down death 600 men and the good ship. Coinci- 
dentally the time there were aboard four chaplains, 
one Jewish, one Catholic and two Protestants. 
are among the lost. That the story, with the addition 
four rather lengthy biographical chapters, one 
each the four clergymen: 


This reviewer served chaplain the late war and 
crossed the Atlantic five months before the Dorchester 
began her ill-fated trek north. way thinking, 
Father Thornton has painted war-picture that can 
little less than scare the wits out the mothers, wives 
and sweethearts who may called bid fare- 
well loved one summoned service overseas. 
From the story the Dorchester seems have been 
doomed before sailing. Was she really weak sister? 
unprotected? hopelessly slow? thumb-jab 
might pierce her was the author just carried 
away into realm eeriness from which could not 
escape? 


The biographies the chaplains are for the most part 
nice bits writing. There was ruggedness about Fox 
that compels admiration. was character. Goode, 
the Jewish lad from Brooklyn, was go-getter and ac- 
complished much short space. His brethren have 
right proud him. Poling, the son illus- 
trious father, seems have been lighthearted fellow 
with the touch God him. Washington comes off 
poorly this biography. The author shows poor taste 


delineating his life and character and believe 


was more than jovial regular fellow. knew him. 
was athlete, unusually intelligent man, and 
was always self-sacrificing and zealous, marked 
priest. there was hero the deck the Dor- 
chester that night, and anyone gave away life-belt 
almost demented soldier without one—guess. 
There too much evidence make any other state- 
ment stand up. 


The beautifully colored picture the jacket that 
“standing joke,” invented pietistic attempt popu- 
larize inter-faith co-operation. Let’s not get things out 
focus—co-operation and love always—but when 
speak inter-faith co-operation unfortunately not all 
people understand words their proper meaning. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


Ignatius, Mother the Stars They Shall Shine 
Vantage, 1952. 192p. $3.00. 


This the story Belgian priest, Canon Van Crom- 
brugghe, whose life seventy-six years spanned the 
last decade the 18th century and the following six 
decades the 19th century. many respects was 
Belgium what Don Bosco was Italy. 


his life was not colorful that Don Bosco, his 
labors were more varied and possibly more far-reaching. 
was apostle, zealous for the education both 
boys and girls his native land—the poor first all 
and also the well-to-do. carry this work 
founded four religious congregations: one for men, the 


Ignatius Tallman 


Josephites, and three for women, The Ladies Mercy, 
The Sisters St. Joseph and The Sisters Mary and 
Joseph. All these congregations are actively engaged 
their labors today both home and abroad. 


When Belgium won its independence from the Dutch 
1830, Van Crombrugghe served member the 
first National Congress and was largely instrumental 
winning for the Church freedom worship and edu- 
cation under the new constitution adopted this 
Congress. 


The life story this outstanding churchman and leader 
Catholic Belgium needs the pen Henri Gheon 
bring out his life and character bold 
fortunately the present biography leaves much 
desired its organization material. There annoy- 
ing repetition, too patent moralizing and ‘an over use 
those urbane adjectives which savor the labored 
eulogy. The life and works the man could speak 
eloquently and provide inspiration. 


The present book chiefly useful because gives the 
English reader possibly his first scource knowledge 
distinguished priest and educator who wielded 
great and beneficial influence Catholic education 
his native Belgium—an influence which has already ex- 
tended other lands through the religious congrega- 
tions which founded. gives insight plain and 
practical Catholic philosophy education which 
surprisingly modern even our day. provides also 
sidelights the Catholic educational travail suffered 
such Catholic country Belgium. 


Edward Stanford, 
Washington 17, 


* 


Tallman, Marjorie 

Dictionary Civics and Government 
Philosophical Library, 1953. 291p. $5.00. 
This reviewer has often been asked interested stu- 
dents where book definitions governmental 
terms could acquired. The answer has usually been 
confined checking the standard texts for the required 
information. Students have not been satisfied because 
text books government, well history, are out 
date shortly after printing. result contemporary 
government terminology unless adequately defined 
Greek the student. wants finite, concise 
tion terms. deserves clarity and brevity. 


Miss Tallman’s book acquaints the student govern- 
ment and history with the latest compilation poli- 
tical and economic terminology from “abjuration” 
“Young Turk” and Zoning laws. Technical terms such 
“parity” and “inegalopolitan” they relate the 
farmer and the urban dweller are summarized suit 
the most critical. 

This book must for libraries, offices, 
classrooms, and teachers collection 
hundreds words adequately explained will assist 
economists, labor leaders and sociologists their lauda- 
tory efforts explain our complicated federal, state and 
local governments. The book well arranged and may 
used any who can read. 


Frank Brown, 


University Scranton 
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